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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This communication is in response to Amendment filed 03/16/01, claims 1-24 have been 
cancelled, and new claims 25-57 added remain pending. Claims 25-57 have been examined as hereby set 
forth. 

2. Drawings submitted on 3/16/01 have been approved by Draftsperson as noted on PTO-948 
attached. 

3. Acknowledgment is made of claim for domestic priority under U.S.C. 119(e) (to provisional 
application(s)) since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an 
Application Data Sheet in compliance with 37 CFR 1.78. 

4. The specification is objected to because of the following discrepancy. In this case, the title noted 
on the Oath/Declaration is not the same title appearing on the first page of the specification and the 
abstract. Correction is required. 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) 
and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply 
when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed 
before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

6. Claims 25-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Humpleman et. al. U.S. 
Patent N. 6,546,419 Bl (referred to as Humpleman hereafter). 
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Regarding claim 25, Humpleman teaches substantial features, of the invention as claimed, teaches a 
method comprising: 

creating a definition of a controlled device using an XML-based language (Humpleman: created 
XML based XCE definition of CE devices see col 12/lines 35-54, said definition describes device, col 
12/lines 46-54, said definition for controlling said controlled device see col 14/lines 6-19); 

storing the definition on a computer-readable medium (Humpleman: each device has definition 
stored therein see col 15/lines 39-45, 55-60, database termed XCE definition, i.e. computer readable 
medium see col 12/lines 35-54, or stored in a library universally accessible see col 20/lines 31-45, stored 
at searchable library, i.e. computer readable medium see col 16/lines 38-50). 

Regarding claim 26, the storing comprises storing the definition on a computer-readable medium resident 
at the controlled device (Humpleman: each device includes a local definition software see col 15/line 39- 
49, i.e. "stored on a computer-readable medium"). 

Regarding claim 27, storing the definition on a computer-readable medium located remotely from the 
controlled device (Humpleman: stored on another device, Hub or library searchable over the Internet see 
col 16/lines 39-58, or distributed, i.e. remotely from device see col 17/lines 20-25). 

Regarding claim 28, generating a control message from the controlled device, the controlled message 
being generated in accordance with the definition (Humpleman: create command by examining the 
document definition retrieved from controlled device see col 14/lines 20-28, 35-38, generate commands 
using controlled device interface, i.e. XML document definition see col 18/lines 3-17, allows the 
generation of commands as specified by the definition for controlling the device see col 21/lines 46-col 
22/lines 17). 

Regarding claim 29, wherein the creating comprises: 

creating a device portion of the definition that defines attributes of the controlled device 
(Humpleman: XML based definition includes information that defines capabilities and attributes of the 
device, i.e. "device portion" see col 21/lines 47-62); and 

creating a service portion of the definition that defines one or more services exposed by the 
device (Humpleman: definition describes the object/methods supported by the service provided by the 
device, i.e. "service portion" see col 12/lines 45-54, definition provides full description of the services 
provided by the device see col 24/lines 40-42). 
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Regarding claim 30, storing the device portion on a first computer-readable medium resident at the 
controlled device (Humpleman: each device has definition stored locally therein see col 15/lines 44-49, 
controlled and controlling device store therein a XML base definition see col 19/lines 51-58, definition 
includes a device portion, e.g. defines the method of the device see col 12/lines 35-45 or device 
capabilities see col 21/lines 47-62); and 

storing the service portion on a second computer-readable medium located remotely from the 
controlled device, but accessible over a network (Humpleman: each device has definition stored 
accessible over the network at a library 106 see col 20/lines 31-45, searchable library or over the Internet 
col 16/lines 38-58, retrievable over the network see col 15/lines 31-38, service portion included see co 
13/lines 46-56). 

Regarding claim 31, further comprising making both the device portion and the service portion available 
at runtime over a network (Humpleman: interface definition including device description see col 21/lines 
47-62 and service description see col 13/lins 46-56 where said definition is available at runtime see col 
19/lines 51-58). 

Regarding claim 32, storing a definition of the computing device, the definition being written is using an 
XML-based language (Humpleman: XML based interface definition col 12/lines 35-54, storing locally at 
each device see col 15/lines 44-49, stored locally or remotely retrieved see col 15/lines 63-col 16/line 8); 
and 

making the definition available to other computing devices on the network (Humpleman: available 
for other devices see col 15/lines 33-38, accessible library see col 20/lines 3 1-45). 

Regarding claim 33, a first set of XML-based code strings that define attributes of the device 
(Humpleman: XML based definition includes information that defines capabilities and attributes see co 
21/lines 46-62); and 

a second set of XML-based code string that define the service(s) exposed by the device 
(Humpleman: definition describes the object/methods supported by the service applications residing on 
the device see col 12/lines 45-54). 

Regarding claim 34, wherein the first set of XML-based code strings contain a reference to the second set 
of XML-based code strings (Humpleman: reference to application services col 15/lines 2-8). 
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Regarding claim 35, wherein the first set of XML-based code strings contain a reference to the second set 
of XML-based code strings (Humpleman: URL reference see col 14/lines 63-col 15/line 8). 

Regarding claim 36, wherein the first set of XML-based code strings is stored on a first computer 
readable medium and the second set of XML-based code strings are stored on a second computer readable 
medium separate from the first computer-readable medium (Humpleman: subset of definition of the 
services are used by the controlling device to control the controlled device see col 12/lines 46-54, parts of 
the controlled device definition interface are request from the library see col 17/lines 56-col 8/line 3). 

Regarding claim 37, wherein is the second set of XML-based code strings that define the services 
exposed by the device comprises URL(s) to a location(s) that host description(s) of the service(s) 
(Humpleman: description interface comprises URLs see col 14/lines 63-col 15/line 8, URL to portion of 
the description definition see col 21/lines 9-22, description definition includes services descriptions see 
col 13/lines 46-56). 

Regarding claim 38, a device description written in an XML-based language to describe a controlled 
device (Humpleman: document definition XML based of the device see col 12/lines 35-54); and 

a service description written in an XML-based language to describe a service supported by the 
controlled device (Humpleman: document definition describes the object and methods supported by the 
service that the device provides see col 12/lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim 39, wherein the device description is stored at a first location and the service description 
is stored at a second location remote from the first location, but accessible via a network (Humpleman: 
library accessible over the network see col 16Aines 38-58, device service description stored on controlled 
device see col 15/lines 39-49, part of the description definition may be available/accessible at the library 
see col 17/lines 56-col 8/line 3), 

Regarding claim 40, wherein the device description contains a reference to the service description 
(Humpleman: hierarchical device interface definition including device description i.e. device attributes 
and capabilities and further to control interface which contain references to device interface services such 
as video services sink for a specified control interface see col 21/lines 47-col 22/lines 39). 
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Regarding claim 41, wherein the device description contains at least one other device description nested 
therein (Humpleman: description definition is a hierarchical device interface definition including control 
interface description definition that further includes, i.e. "nested" description definitions see col 21/lines 
47-col 23/line 3). 

Regarding claim 42, a description, written in an XML-based language, that describes how to is remotely 
operate the computing device (Humpleman: XML based document definition describes the object and 
method of the device col 12/lines 35-54, said definition is used to remotely control, i.e. send command to 
the device see col 14/lines 20-42); and 

description means, responsive to a description request received by the computing device on a 
network, for sending a description message based on the description that defines interaction via data 
messaging with the computing device over the network (Humpleman: create commands for sending to 
controlled device over the network see col 14/lines 35-62, sending control and command data to 
controlled device based on description definition e.g. capabilities see col 27/lines 63-col 28/line 12). 

Regarding claim 43, this claim is substantially the same as method claim 29 where description includes a 
"device/service portion" of the definition associated with the controlled device, same rationale of 
rejection is applicable to this "device/service description" associated with the computing device. 

Regarding claim 44, wherein the device description and the service description are located remotely from 
one another and separated by a network (Humpleman: part of the definition interface may be retrieved 
from the library see col 17/lines 56-col 18/line 3 which is located over the Internet see col 16/lines 38-58 
or distributed see col 17/lines 15-25, service (e.g. functions) description fields that define services 
exposed by the controlled device located remotely from the controlled device but accessible over the 
network see col 20/lines 49-64). 

Regarding claim 45, this claim is substantially the same as method claim 31 discussed above, same 
rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claim 46, wherein the description comprises multiple descriptions that describe how to 
remotely operating multiple computing devices logically contained within the computing device 
(Humpleman: remotely controlling controlled devices using description software stored within see col 
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15/lines 34-49, description provides the capabilities and commands for communicating/controlling 
controlled device see col 14/lines 6-60). 

Regarding claim 47, wherein the description is a first description written in an XML-based language that 
describes how to remotely operate another computing device, the second description being nested within 
the first description (Humpleman: definition including the capabilities of the controlled device used to 
remotely operate another device see col 14/lines 6-60, hierarchical structure definition, e.g. where service 
definition includes sub-descriptions, i.e. "nested" description e.g. utilities for controlling device specific 
interfaces and specific capabilities of the device see col 21/lines 47-col 23/lines 3). 

Regarding claim 48, a computing device comprising: 

a memory (Humpleman: each device has definition stored locally therein see col 15/lines 44-49, 
blocks 52 and 58 of Fig. 15, data base, i.e. storage or memory device definition device XML based see 
col 12/lines 35-54); 

self-describing data stored in the memory and written in an XML-based language the 
self-describing data describing how to operate the computing device (Humpleman: data base stored object 
and method describe the methods and object of the device, i.e. "self describing data" see col 12/lines 35- 
54); and 

a processor coupled to the memory to submit the self-describing data to remote entity on a 
network (Humpleman: data retrievable, i.e. submitted by another device over the network see col 14/line 
62-col 15/line 6, i.e. corresponding hardware resource for performing this retrieval, i.e. processor coupled 
to memory, and further transferring the definition document "self-describing data" between controlled 
device and controller device over the network see col 14/lines 20-34). 

Regarding claim 49, this claim regarding the definition data "self-describing data" comprising a 
first/second data is substantially the same as "device portion" and "service portion" discussed on the 
method claim 29, the computer-readable media claim 33 having a "first/second set of XML-based code 
strings" discussed . on claim 33, and data structure claim 38 having a "device/description" schema, same 
rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claim 50, wherein the self-describing data comprises device data to describe attributes of the 
computing a device (Humpleman: device attributes see col 21/lines 46-62) and a universal resource 
locator(s) to a service(s) exposed by the computing device (Humpleman: URI see col 15/lines 2-8). 
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Regarding claim 51, multiple controlled devices configured to dynamically self-bootstrap onto the 
network (Humpleman: devices self configure at runtime with native functionalities, i.e. "self bootstrap" 
see col 16/lines 24-38), 

individual controlled devices comprising a device description to describe attributes of the 
computing device and a service description to describe a service(s) exposed by the computing device 
(Humpleman: each device having definition stored therein for being controlled see col 15/lines 39-49, 
definition including description of the attributed of the controlled device see col 21/lines 47-62, and a 
description of the services or capabilities provided by the device see col 14/line 14-10 and col 13/lines 46- 
56, description of the object, methods and parameters supported see col 15/lines 39-49); 

the device and service descriptions being written in an XML-based language (Humpleman: 
definition is an XML based document see col 12/lines 35-54); and 

one or more user control points to initiate communication with the controlled devices over the 
network (Humpleman: definition describes the messages to be used to communicate with controlled 
device see col 13/lines 1-6, using a browser, i.e. control point, see col 11/line 61 -col 12/line 5, definition 
used to communicate or send control commands to said device see col 14/lines 6-10, 20-27, 38-42, 55- 
60). 

Regarding claim 52, wherein the device description and the service description for an associated 
controlled device are both a stored on the associated controlled device (Humpleman: definition is resident 
at controlled device see col 15/line 39-49, definition include attributes of the device see col 21/lines 46-62 
and the service the devices supports see col 12/lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim 53, this claim comprises the architecture comprising limitation(s) substantially the same 
as those discussed on claim 39, same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claim 54, this claim includes the apparatus comprising the means for performing the storing 
and making functions discussed on claim 32, same rationale of rejection is applicable. 



Regarding claim 55, wherein the storing means stores multiple definitions of multiple controlled devices 
(Humpleman: central library see col 16/lines 62-col 17Aine 1, or distributes where multiple devices are 
registered on each library col 17/lines 15-29). 
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Regarding claim 56, this claim includes the apparatus comprising the description definition comprising a 
first/second set of strings discussed on claim 33, same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claim 57, wherein the definition contains multiple device descriptions each describing a 
different set of attributes of the controlled device (Humpleman: each device (controller or controlled) 
contains an interface definition see col 15/lines 39-49, device interface definition includes multiple device 
description fields each describing a different set of capabilities, type, communication and control 
interfaces, i.e. attributes see col 21/lines 47-col 22/line 35). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Prieto, B. whose telephone number is (703) 305-0750. The Examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday from 6:00 to 3:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, Jack B. Harvey can be reached on (703) 305-9705. The central 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3800/4700. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to the Central Fax Office: 

(703) 872-9306, for Official communications and entry; 

Or Telephone: 

(703) 306-5631 for TC 2100 Customer Service Office. 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington 
VA, Fourth Floor (Receptionist), further ensuring that a receipt is provided stamped "TC 2100". 



B. Prieto 
TC2100 
Patent Examiner 
December 3, 2003 



